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alone — the conduct of these three necessarily resulted in the severance of their friendship with the man whose good-nature had not guarded himself against such developments.
In November 1876 "Sigurd the Volsung" was published, but it was not well received. Somehow it was not a successful work. The lines do not seem sufficiently -stately to carry such a vast and tragical theme. Perhaps it was that the theme was too tragical for Morris's pleasure-loving and affectionate mind. There was too much of the great revenge which overshadowed the great loves.on of " Three Northern Love Stories" from the Icelandic; and the composition of the long poem of " Sigurd the Volsung, and the Fall of the Niblungs" was commencing to take shape in his mind. About the same time he began his translation of Virgil's " ^Bneid."
